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The Lucan Area Heri-
tage & Donnelly Mu-
seum is dedicated to the
preservation and retell-
ing of the most famous
historical events of the
area...events such as the
founding of Wilberforce
by a Black community
from the United States,
the arrival and settle-
ment of the area by Irish
immigrants and the infa-
mous Donnelly mur-
ders, recounted in song,
story and plays through-

out Canada.
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After months of planning and preparation, Middlesex County held it's first "Doors Open" event on Se
tember 17th/18th, and the Lucan Area Heritage and Donnelly Museum was a proud supporter and p
ticipant!

The concept of "Doors Open" began in Europe, with the first event taking place in France in 1984. T
idea soon spread to other countries, including Belgium, Scotland, Sweden, the Republic of Ireland, a
the Netherlands. The first North American event took place in Toronto in 2000, and continues to gro
across Canada and the United States each year.

With over 20 sites listed on the handy guide map, visitors to Middlesex County had plenty of variety 1
choose from! From historic buildings, guided wagon and bus rides, natural environmental sites, and
toric walking tours, there was something to peak the interest of every age group.

When the final numbers were tallied, almost 3,400 people enjoyed the beautiful sunshine as they ex
plored the history and culture of Middlesex County. With two "Doors Open" sites and the Lucan Bid-
dulph Business Trade Show under way at the Community Centre the village bustled with visitors all
weekend. Special thanks to Middlesex Mutual Insurance Company and the Lucan Biddulph Econo

Development Committee for their support of this wonderful event. We can't wait for next year!
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Museum Manager/Curator Laura Garner
takes visitors on an historical tour of the
village. Many thanks to Middlesex Mutual

Insurance Company for sponsoring the ride.

The town crier and his wife
proclaim oDoor s
the Lucan Area Heritage &

Donnelly Museum.
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Thank -you to our generous sponsors!
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The Stage Line

BearsinvadetheMuseum @ TeddyBearsthatis!

Throngs of happy kids and their plush sidekicks invaded the museum on Wednesday, August 17th
when it hosted its first Teddy Bears' Picnic. Pink, blue, green, whkitgll enough to fit in your hand

or larger than most 5 yeaolds - teddies of every shape and colour accompanied theirgizeg own-

ers for an afternoon of fun and friends.

Gathering on the swalappled green space behind the Donnelly Log Cabin, kids enjoyed the "Bear

Cave", as volunteer Jason read bdsamed stories. With faces painted, they played "beary" funny

games and created "beary" beautiful crafts, afterward enjoying snacks and refreshments. Both kid4
.

o e ) parents agreed a good time was had by all!

Gabriella snuggles with

some furry friends while

having fun at the mu-

seumds first annual
Teddy Bearsd Picnic.
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On August 1st, the 177th Anniversary of Emancipation Day was celebrated at the museum, hono
ing the area's early Wilberforce Colony. This year the museum was fortunate to host a book signin
by Londoner Victoria Purcell, author of a new book, "Wilberforce Beginningse Wilberforce Col-
ony and the Butler Family Legacy".

In the late 1820's, with support from the Quakers, a group of free blacks from Cincinnati, Ohio pur-
. . . chased an area of land and established the settlement of Wilberforce where the village of Lucan ng
O. . . VI S U &idtsAfter We&ing aBout the Wilberforce Colony and learning that her mother had purchased he
L house from a descendant of one of the original families, Victoria began her quest to tell the story o
also invited to these early settlers. The result is a wedsearched book full of information as well as rare photos
from the personal collection of the Butler family.

practice making

. Emancipation Day visitors were also invited to practice making their own butter, which they could
their own enjoy with a taste of homemade cornbread and traditional yam soup. All in all a wonderful day to

butter, which celebrate our earliest settlers and the freedom and inclusion we all enjoy in this great country!
they could
enjoy with a
taste of
homemade

cornbread.

Author Victoria Purcell holds a copy of her
book, OWilberforce Beginningso duri
book signing session held at Emancipation

Day celebrations at the museum.




